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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 17-October-2005 has been entered. 

2. The amendment filed on 17-October-2005 has been received and entered. Claims 59-94, 
109-11, 113, 114, and 116 have been cancelled. Therefore, claims 95-108, 112, and 115 are now 
pending. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 95 and 102 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

It is unclear to the Examiner whether the recitation in-between parentheses in claim 95 is 
considered part of the claim or not since fail(s) to correspond in scope with that which 
applicant(s) regard as the invention. It fails to show what the meets and bounds of the claim are. 

Claim 102 carry the same deficiency and are not given patentable weight. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Election/Restrictions 
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4. This application contains claims 105-108, 1 12, and 115 drawn to an invention nonelected 
with traverse on 5/6/2004. A complete reply to the final rejection must include cancellation of 
nonelected claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) See MPEP § 821.01. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 95-98, 100-102, and 104 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Ort et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,659,626). 

As to claims 95, and 102, Ort et al. discloses a data classification apparatus for 
classifying a group of data which a data storage unit stores into a plurality of sets in accordance 
with data values, comprising: 

a first data dividing unit which estimates N boundary candidates (wherein N is an integer 
of 2 or more) for a dividing said group of data into a first number of sets on the basis of said data 
values (See column 24, lines 57-65, wherein "dividing" reads on "filter"); and 

a second data dividing unit which is eclectically connected to the first data dividing unit 
and extracts M boundary candidates (wherein M is smaller than N) and is used to (Intend use 
recitation and therefore the recitation following does not patentable weight) divide said group of 
data into a second number of sets smaller than said first number, under a predetermined 
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extraction condition, on the basis of said N boundary candidate (See column 21, lines 45-56, also 
see column 19, lines 20-28). 

As to claim 96, Ort et al. discloses wherein said predetermined extraction condition 
includes a condition that said M boundary candidates are extracted on the basis of a magnitude of 
a data value indicated by each of said N boundary candidates (See column 25, lines 1-15, 
wherein "magnitude" reads on "number of total features"). 

As to claim 97, Ort et al. discloses wherein said predetermined extraction condition 
includes a condition that a boundary with which said data value is maximized is extracted (See 
column 25, lines 16-35). 

As to claim 98, Ort et al. discloses wherein said group of data are arranged at positions in 
a predetermined direction, and said predetermined extraction condition includes a condition that 
said M boundary candidates are extracted on the basis of the respective positions of said N 
boundary candidates (See column 17, lines 31-45, wherein "positions in a predetermined 
direction" reads on "location"). 

As to claims 100, and 104, Ort et al. discloses wherein N is two, and M is one (See 
column 18, lines 60-67, wherein "N is two" reads on "two dimensional", also see column 20, 
lines 42-45, wherein "M is one" reads on "ratio of 1"). 
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As to claim 101, Ort et al discloses wherein said group of data are luminance data of 
each of pixels obtained by picking up different image patterns in a predetermined image pick-up 
field (See column 26, lines 39-56). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 99, and 103 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 95-108, 1 12, and 1 15 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

In response to applicant's argument with regards to reinstatement of withdrawn claims 
105-108, 1 12, and 1 15 is acknowledged but not deemed to be persuasive. The restriction was 
made Final in the Office Action mailed on 5/17/2005. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 571-272-4074. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5: 30PM EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




$JevSenAbel-Jalil 
January 8, 2006 



